
 Worship Schedule 
   December 2025 
     

December 7 - Communion 
 9:30 am   Pastor Kevin 
 Music: Kelly Lashley 
  

December 14 -  Christmas 
          Pageant 
 9:30 am  Sunday School  
 Music: Judy Lindquist 
 

December 21 - Cantata  
 9:30 am   Pastor Kevin 
 Music: string quartet & 
     flute, Kelly Lashley 
 

December 24 -  Christmas 
     Eve 
    2:00 pm   Pastor Kevin 
 Music:  Judy Lindquist 
 

    7:00 pm   Pastor Kevin 
 Music: Kelly Lashley 
  

December 28 - Carol Sing  
    9:30 am   Pastor Kevin 
 Music: Judy Lindquist 
 

     January 2026 
 

January 4 - Communion 
    9:30 am   Pastor Kevin 
 Music: Judy Lindquist 
 

January 11   
    9:30 am   Pastor Kevin 
 Music: Judy Lindquist 
 

January 18  
    9:30 am   Pastor Kevin 
 Music: Kelly Lashley 
   

January 25  
    9:30 am   Pastor Kevin 
 Music: Kelly Lashley 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Sunday, January 25, 2026 
 

The annual meeting of the congregation 

of St. John United Church of Christ 

Manchester will be held on Sunday, 

January 25, 2026 at 10:45 am. The 

budget for 2026 will be presented and 

council members will be installed at  

this meeting. If you have any questions, please contact 

Natalie Morton, Council President, or a member of the 

Church Council.  Please plan to attend. 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Wednesday, December 24, 2025 
            2:00 pm    Family Worship Service with Communion 

     7:00 pm    Worship Service of Word & Sacrament 

Please join us; all are welcome! 
Both services are in-person and will be streamed 

on Facebook and YouTube 
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The holidays are here. I hope people are excited to participate in the festivities 
and traditions at St. John. Most of all, I pray that everyone makes room in 
their heart for the birth of the Christ-child during these holy days.  
 
The programs and ministries of the church will be the same this season. We 
will have the ‘Hanging of the Greens,’ as well as the ‘Ugly Christmas Sweater 
Party.’ But every year staff and leaders evaluate the season to discern if 
any changes are needed. For instance, we made the switch a couple of 
years ago from the Angel Breakfast to the Advent Pancake Breakfast.  I  
appreciate the congregation accepting these changes with grace and dignity.  
 
When I arrived in 2007, the church had just introduced a third worship service on Christmas Eve. 
Instead of simply 7:00 pm and 11:00 pm, we also had a 5:00 pm service. I believe we had over 200 
in attendance at 5:00 pm and 7:00 pm with about 140 people attending at 11:00 pm. Since that 
time, the numbers have dropped. (If anyone would like to hear the multiple reasons for the decline, 
feel free to stop by the church and visit me.) 
 
For a few years now, we have offered an in-person 5:00 pm family service and 7:00 pm traditional 
service with an online 11:00 pm lessons and carols service. The numbers have been tough to 
swallow, to say the least. Last year leadership decided to forego the online 11:00 pm service, and 
to have only two services at 5:00 pm and 7:00 pm. We had 88 people in attendance at 5:00 pm and 
105 at 7:00 pm. We had a total of 120 people viewing online. Thus, we have had discussions at the 
Worship & Music Team meeting and the Church Council meeting about what would be best for our 
congregation. 
 
The decision has been made to try a 2:00 pm family service and a 7:00 pm traditional service. Here 
are the reasons for moving the time of the first service: 1) We have a large population of members 
who do not drive at night. This would allow them to worship on Christmas Eve and still get home 
before it gets dark; 2) We seem to conflict more and more with family plans. Perhaps 2:00 pm 
would be early enough for people to worship before evening festivities begin. These are the main 
reasons, but there are other influences, as well.  
 
Staff and leaders are aware that people still work on Christmas Eve. We hope that if 2:00 pm is not 
an option that folk will be able to worship at the 7:00 pm service. The thought is that by giving people 
enough notice that plans can be made now for the joy of worshipping the newborn King at St. John. 
As usual, we will have communion and candlelight at both services. We invite you and genuinely 
desire that you be part of the family of faith as the Son of God enters the world and our lives for a 
brighter kingdom on earth. 
 
Once the decorations have been put away and the holy season has given way to a new year, then 
staff and leaders will once again gather to review the programs and services for next year. Please 
pray that our congregation continues to be faithful in worshipping God and serving our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
 
A blessed Christmas to all!   
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Members of the Church Council of St. John United Church of Christ,  

Manchester, usually meet on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm 

in the Hospitality Room of the church (or via Zoom).  The next two 

meetings are scheduled for Tuesday, December 9, 2025 and 

Tuesday, January 13, 2026. 

Financial Report - October 31, 2025 
Actual Receipts Budget Receipts YTD Actual Receipts YTD Budget Receipts 

$30,021.84 $31,630.61 $366,568.05 $332,506.10 

Actual Expenditures Budget Expenditures YTD Actual Expenditures YTD Budget Expenditures 

$28,894.48 $30,651.59 $317,355.77 $340,405.80 

Notes from the November 11, 2025 meeting: 
 
Hanging of the Greens will be  December 6, 2025.  Advent Pancake Breakfast will be Sunday,  
December 7, 2025 immediately following the church service. 
 

Keith Gaertner proposed a new phone communication system using Miken and  AT&T for internet.  
Council approved funds to begin the project. 
 

Board of Christian Education is working on the Christmas Pageant.  The lock-in was a success and  
all had a good time.   
 

Worship and Music Team met and discussed Christmas Eve services.  After discussion it was brought  
to the Church Council having the Family service with communion at 2:00 pm  and the Traditional  
service with communion at 7:00 pm.  Council was in agreement. 
 

WISE Team will be looking at a draft of a covenant and will bring to the council next month. At the  
Congregational meeting in January would like to vote as a congregation to officially be a WISE  
Congregation for Mental Health and this will be part of who we are. 
 

An all church dinner is being planned for Saturday, January 24, 2026 at 2:30 pm.  
 

The Council approved funds to sponsor the Jazz Noel at First Congregational Webster Groves.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Janice Jung 

Recording Secretary 
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Youth Christian Education  

& Sunday School  

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

BCE members meet on the fourth Tuesday of the month at 6:00 pm via 

ZOOM.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 27, 2026.  We 

are always looking for new study ideas and help with upcoming projects 

with the adults and children. Contact Pam Boucher if you have any 

questions or would like to sign up to volunteer. 

      

  Christian Education 

CHILDCARE FOR NURSERY and TODDLERS is available at the 9:30 am 
service. Also, for your convenience, a Family Assistance Room is located at the rear of the sanctuary. 

 

PRE-KINDERGARTEN and ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  We will hear  
stories and lessons taught in the Old and New Testaments combined with worksheets, games, and 
crafts to focus on getting the children acquainted with the Bible and understanding how our families 
and church are part of a greater community in God’s world. Students should come to the sanctuary 
for the 9:30 am service with their families and will be dismissed to their classes. 

 

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS  The Youth Group will meet at 9:30 am 
in the classroom – except on the first Sunday of each month when we will attend church service with 
our family and friends. A mix of formal lessons and open discussion increases understanding of our 
faith and how it relates to our church and the world around us. We strive to get youth involved in 
church groups and activities, as well as community service events. Friends are always welcome!! 
 

ADVENT DEVOTATIONALS FOR 2025 
 

Advent begins on Sunday, November 30th. There are a number of Advent  
Devotional booklets by Jan Turrentine available to members during this  
2025 Advent Season. The reading for each day includes the Scripture, a  
short devotion, and a brief prayer or practice. They are located on the  
information table in the Gathering Area and are a “first come, first served”  
basis.  When they run out, we don’t plan on ordering additional copies.  
Pick up your copy beginning Sunday, November 23rd. 



 Tea with Friends 
   

Enjoy coffee, tea, or your favorite beverage, as you take some time to visit with 

friends on Wednesdays, at the Panera at 14646 Manchester  Road, Ballwin,  

between 3 and 5 pm to share conversations that lead to community. Kathy Hoadley  

or Joan James will be the host. All generations are invited to stop in! 

           WALK AT TWIN OAKS PARK 
 

The WISE & Green Teams are hosting a group walk at Twin Oaks Park on 
Saturday, December 6 at 1:00 pm. (NOTE: Different time).  The Park is 
located at 1Twin Oaks Court in Twin Oaks, Missouri.  From St. John, take 
Sulphur Spring Road south to Big Bend, left on Big Bend, cross over 141 
then turn right just past Commerce Bank onto Old Meramec Station, then 
right onto Crescent Ave. back over 141, then right onto Twin Oaks Court. 
The Park will be down a bit to the left.  This is a wonderful way to get physical exercise and boost 
your mental wellbeing. Snacks will be provided after the walk; but please remember to bring a water  
bottle.  A signup sheet is on the bulletin board across from the church offices. This activity is open to 
everyone, so please bring a friend!    
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Dear St. John Members: 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped with the annual sausage supper and 
bake sale this year.  It takes many people to make these events successful. 
Whether you baked, cooked, served, delivered, set up, cleaned up,  
peeled potatoes, or any other task, we want you to know we are most  
appreciative of your help. Thanks, also, to all who supported our efforts 

by purchasing a meal (or two).  Special thanks to our Youth group for helping us serve at the dinner 
and to Pam Boucher for “supervising” this fine group of young people.  
 

Your hard work and support is appreciated! Your commitment to this church and its programs is an 
inspiration to all. 

St. John Men’s Brotherhood  

Women's Fellowship wishes to thank everyone for a very successful 

Bake Sale!   We have the very best bakers and then what great shoppers 

they are!  We are sending out a special THANK YOU to Laverne Schnarr, 

our oldest member, who has always baked for our sales. Her cookies are 

tasty and her cream puffs are wonderful!   Thank you Laverne!  

REMEMBER: TURN IN YOUR PLEDGE CARDS 
 

Please take a moment to fill out a pledge card. Completed pledge  

cards may be deposited in one of the wooden boxes located in  

the Narthex and Gathering Area. Extra cards are available next  

to each of the boxes. If you have questions, feel free to call Cindy 

in the Church Finance Office. For those who have already returned  

a pledge card, thanks, we greatly appreciate it. 



The church office will be closed on Thursday, 
December 25 (Christmas Day) and Thursday, 
January 1 (New Year’s Day). 
  

The church office will 
also be closed on  
Monday, January 18, 
in observance of 
Martin Luther King 
Day. 
  

The office will 
reopen at 9:00 am  
the following workday 
following all three 
closings. 
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Worship Attendance 

Date In Person Streaming TOTAL 

November 2 117 65 182 

November 9 92 62 154 

November 16 90 48 138 

. 

If the weather is hazardous on a Sunday morning, 
please check the following: 
 

     Church website: www.stjohnmanchester.org 

      FOX 2 website: http://fox2now.com or  

      KSDK 5 website: www.ksdk.com 

            NAME DATE YEARS 

Al & Diane Todd 1/1 28 

Patrick & Valarie Breen 1/26 11 

ATTENTION 

GROUP 

LEADERS 
Annual Reports are 

due by JANUARY 8!   

Please turn in your 

information to Jane  

in the church office 

by then.  

            NAME DATE YEARS 

Jamie & Jennifer Weber 12/01 24 

Ryan & Stacey Przygoda 12/02 17 

Gregory & Dana Kreith 12/19 33 

Daren & Dawn Dorris 12/23 2 

Michael & Laura Harris 12/27 17 
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GREEN TEAM NEWS 

 Many THANKS to the four women and two men who helped 
with the Honeysuckle Takedown on November 15th.  Much was 
accomplished but the burn will be done at a later day when it’s 
not windy. 

 The vegetable garden is in the process of being winterized. 

 The next WISE/Green Team walk is Saturday, December 6, 
1:00 pm at Twin Oaks Park. 

 The Green Team will NOT meet in December. Our next meeting 
will be Thursday, January 8, 2026 at 6:30 pm. 

 The annual Animal Bed Workshop will be held Saturday, January 17, 2026 from 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm in Fellowship Hall Bring your lunch. 

 Our November meeting ended with the reading of a short article about the new 
Ozark Ethnobotany Garden at Shaw Nature Reserve in Gray Summit.  The new 
garden area includes an historic log cabin from Viburnum, Missouri.  A dry  

        stack wall encloses the garden area.  Great place to visit! 

USHERS NEEDED 
  

The 2026 usher schedule will be finalized in December.  Our ushers 

serve once every other month.  Please consider joining a team and 

helping with this worthy task. 

Contact: Mark Kohring by text or voice at 

(636) 394-8060 or email msk440@att.net. 

1810 Craig Road, Suite 124 
St. Louis, MO 63146   

info@namistl.org 
HelpLine: 314-962-4670 

St. John UCC Manchester holds a NAMI Support group meeting the third Thursday  
of each month. Our next meeting, however, is not until January 15, 2026 due to the close 

proximity of the December meeting to Christmas. The group meets in the Hospitality 
Room at 6:30 pm. Please note that you must go to the NAMI website to sign up to attend 

the meeting prior to arrival.   Everyone is welcome to join us!  
NAMI contact at St. John is Angela Kern,  

Website: https://www.namistl.org 

We invite you to join us for Christmas caroling as we spread cheer  

through song. Bring your family and friends to share the love of Jesus Christ 

with some of our St. John friends. All ages are welcome and no special  

singing ability is required – just bring your best smile and holiday spirit!  

Meet at church at 9:00 am on Saturday, December 13. We will carpool to the  

various locations. Let us know if you can join us so we can plan accordingly. 

        Judy Lindquist 

mailto:msk440@att.net
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JOIN US 

 

Please bring a wrapped Christmas ornament for the exchange (place a “from” tag 

on the inside of your package). We will play “Rob Your Neighbor” for the exchange. 
 

Let’s get the Christmas Spirit going! 
 

There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board across from the church offices or you may 

RSVP your attendance to Marty Boucher or Cindy Boddy by Friday, December 5th. 
 

Again this year we are asking attendees to bring an item for the ECH (Every Child’s Hope)  

Steppingstone Transitional Living Program (household items (dish towels, bath towels), 

bedding (sheets, pillow cases, comforters) so we can spread the spirit. 

Tuesday, December 9th 

11:00 am 

Fellowship Hall 

Advent Pancake Breakfast 
 

Please join us immediately after worship on December 7th for the 
annual “Advent Pancake Breakfast!” Crafts will be available to 
make to take home or to be shared with those of our congregation 
who will be visited by our  Christmas Carolers on December 13th.  
 

Again this year, many thanks to Boy Scout Troop 310 and their 
leaders (Mike & Jean O’Neil), we will be offering FREE photos  
with Santa. Troop members will also help serving!  
 

It’s a great time! Mark your calendars and plan to join us! 

Hanging of the Greens 
Saturday, December 6 - 9am 
 

On Saturday, December 6th, at 9:00 am, come help  

decorate the Church for the Christmas Season!  To reflect our  

joy in the abundant life we find through Christ, join us as we  

beautify our sanctuary. A great time is had by all who attend.  

Everyone is welcome!  



Nowell, Nowell, Emmanuel:  A Christmas Cantata 
    

Join us on Sunday, December 21st at 9:30 am for our Christmas 

Cantata. This year our Sanctuary Choir will perform “Nowell, Nowell,  

Emanuel” by Martin and Kirkland.  Please join us for this wonderful holiday 

tradition at St. John.  All are welcome!  

ALL CHURCH FELLOWSHIP SUPPER 

Saturday, January 24, 2026 
2:30 pm - Fellowship Hall 
 

The church is hosting an “All Church Fellowship Supper” on Saturday, 

January 24, 2026 beginning at 2:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. The  

meal will be simple fare (mostaccioli, salad, bread, dessert, and beverages). 

The purpose is to get together as a congregation and enjoy the  

fellowship with members of our faith family. What better way to brighten 

a dreary January day in St. Louis? A sign-up sheet (so we can plan properly) will be on the bulletin 

board across from the church offices after the first of the year. Please plan to attend...mark your 

calendar!  The only thing you need to bring is your appetite and charming personality!   Questions?  

Please see Ann Picaud. 

JOY (Just Older Youth) 
Annual Ugly Sweater Gathering 

 

Date: Saturday, December 13, 2025 

Time: Noon to 3:00 pm 
 

Show off your ugliest holiday sweater and join the friendly competition. The group will vote to determine 

who will take home the coveted Ugly Sweater prize.  Will you be this year’s winner?  The afternoon 

will kick off with a sharing of your favorite appetizers—please bring one to share. Drinks will be provided. 
 

Gift Exchange - Bring a small gift to participate in the “Rob Your Neighbor” exchange.  To let us know 

you’re coming, there’s a sign-up sheet posted on the bulletin board across from the pastor’s office.  
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Mostaccioli Supper 

Manger Tales (Annual Christmas Pageant) 
  

On Sunday, December 14, 2024 at 9:30 am our annual Christmas  

Pageant will take place during worship. What better way to celebrate this  

joyous season? This year the pageant is entitled “Manger Tales.” It tells the 

story of our savior’s birth from the animals perspective. Please see Pam  

Boucher with any questions or if you are interested in helping. 
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OUTREACH TEAM MEETING 
 

The Outreach Team will meet on   

Thursday, December 4, 2025 at 6:30 pm  

in the Hospitality Room.  Please join us! 

The Outreach Team will not meet in January. 

Adopt-A-Family is back at St. John!  We are sponsoring children & families from ECH (Every 
Child’s Hope), Lydia’s House, Shannondale, and the men at Sunshine Ministries. If you are interested 
in providing a little joy in someone’s life this Christmas, please take an ornament from the Christmas 
tree. The ornaments contain information about a specific gift that has been requested. Please attach 
the ornament to the gift. The tree is up in the Gathering Area.  All gifts need to be returned to church, 
UNWRAPPED by December 7th!  
   

If you have any questions, please call either Mary Ellen Berg (314-495-1694) or Lynn Sabina  

(314-680-6808). Many thanks to you all for supporting Adopt-A-Family once again. 

       The tree will be in the Gathering Area from mid-November  
       to mid-December. Please decorate the tree with NEW  
       hats, mittens, gloves, scarves, and socks; either  
       handmade or purchased. Our mission partners have  
clients who need these items for both children and adults.  
Again this year we are including our friends in the Shannondale  
community. They especially need items for men (including  
work gloves).  
 

You may bring your items and place them on the tree. If you  
prefer, you may drop them off at the Outreach counter and  
someone will see they are placed on the tree. Thank you  
for assisting us with our attempt to keep folks warm this winter. 

Please Help Decorate Our  

January Outreach Challenge 
 

Circle is always looking for baking mixes (cornbread, muffins, brownies, 
cakes, cookies, etc.) to be able to share with their clients. We are asking 
members to pick up a mix (or two) when you’re shopping and bring it to 
church during the month of January so that we can share them with Circle 
of Concern.  We will be collecting these items for the month of January. 
 If you have any questions, please see a member of the Outreach Team.  
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Advent Food Pantry Calendar 
DIRECTIONS:  Beginning with the First Day of Advent (November 30) take an item from 

your pantry and put it into a box or basket.  Following Christmas Day simply box up your 

items and bring them to church and we will distribute the boxes to our mission partners.  

Listed items are simply suggestions, feel free to substitute as you choose. 

NOV. 30 

BOTTLE 

OF 

SHAMPOO 

1 

BOX 

OF 

CEREAL 

2 

STUFFING 

MIX 

3 

JAR OF  

PEANUT 

BUTTER 

4 

COMB 

OR 

HAIRBRUSH 

5 

CAN 

OF 

TUNA 

6 

MACARONI 

& 

CHEESE 

7 

CAN 

OF  

VEGETABLES 

8 

DEODORANT 

STICK 

9 

PASTA 

SAUCE 

10 

PACKAGE 

OF 

PASTA 

11 

CAN 

OF 

CHILI 

12 

CAN OF  

TOMATO 

SOUP 

13 

PACKAGE  

OF  

RICE 

14 

TOOTH-
BRUSH 

15 

JAR  

OF 

APPLESAUCE 

16 

CAN OF  

CHICKEN 

NOODLE 
SOUP 

17 

PACKAGE 

OF 

OATMEAL 

 

18 

CAN  

OF 

TOMATOES 

19 

TUBE OF 

TOOTH-
PASTE 

20 

CAN 

OF STEW 

21 

INSTANT 

NOODLES 

22 

CAN 

OF 

FRUIT 

23 

PACKAGED 

SNACKS 

24 

BAR OF 
SOAP 

OR 

BODYWASH 

25  

HOT DRINK 
MIX 

(COFFEE/
TEA/

COCOA) 

  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
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CURRENT NEEDS:  The most needed 

items for Circle of Concern currently are: 

You can also order items for 
Circle online at: 

 

 Amazon Wish List 

 Walmart  

 Target 
 

and they will be delivered   
directly to  

Circle of Concern  
 

OR  
 

by buying Dierberg gift cards (denominations of 
$50 or $100) through our own Shop N Support  
program. See Harry Gaehle on a Sunday morning. 

Thanks for your help keeping our red shopping carts full!  

LUNCH AT SUNSHINE MINISTRIES  
 

St. John Outreach continues to provide and share a meal each month with the men 
at the residence center for Sunshine Ministries. We will carpool from church at 
11:15 am (lunch at noon) and return by 1:15 pm. We need one or two people to help 
each month. If you are interested in joining us on December 11, 2025 or January 8, 
2026, please see Judy Lindquist. To learn more about the men’s outreach of 
Sunshine Ministries go to: https://www.sunshineministries.org/men-s-outreach .  

Our Holiday Adoption drive this year was another BIG success! Through 

your generous contributions we collected $1,675.00 to help provide gifts  

to families in need again this year. The money has already found its way  

to Circle of Concern!  We are humbled by your generosity and are most 

appreciative of all donations received.  You are always so supportive  

and generous. Your donations will help to brighten Christmas for many 
children and their families. Thank you again for your caring and giving  
spirits. Blessings to each of you. 
      Your Outreach Team 

 Baking basics & mixes 

 Canned tomatoes (15 oz. & larger) 

 Crushed tomatoes 

 Pasta sauce 

 Peanut butter 

 Canned & dry beans 

 Canned chicken 

 Dinner helpers 

FONTANA FRIENDS 
  

The Outreach Team continues monthly visits to our Fontana Friends in their 
home.  Visits are on the second Thursday of the month from about 2:00 to 
3:00 pm.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board across from the offices. 
We meet at church at 1:40 pm and carpool to Fontana.  Our next two visits will 
be on Thursdays, December 11, 2025 and January 8, 2026.  If you 
need additional information, please contact Mary Ellen Berg. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sunshineministries.org%2Fmen-s-outreach&data=05%7C01%7Ctracy%40stjohnmanchester.org%7C1a647183435e42986cf808da339e8a89%7C45fd2e2507a543d1b27404f48679d004%7C0%7C0%7C637879053295408594%7CUnkn


Green Team Sewing Workshop 
Saturday, January 17 

10:00 am - Fellowship Hall 
     

The Green Team will be sponsoring a workshop for 
sewing pet beds and toys on Saturday, January 17 beginning at 10:00 am in 
Fellowship Hall. Joan James will be leading the workshop and we will be utilizing 
donated fabric. Everyone is invited, regardless of your sewing abilities.  Please 
bring a sack lunch. There will be plenty of tasks to accomplish (cutting, stuffing, 
etc.). Please join us for what promises to be another fun activity. All items will be 
donated to the Open Door Animal Sanctuary in House Springs. 
 

    Please join us...all are welcome! 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

On Tuesday, January 20, 2026, we will meet for our soup lunch 

at 11:30 am in the Hospitality Room.  Come and enjoy a warm 

lunch and great fellowship!  If the weather does not cooperate 

we will do it in February.  Any questions, contact Marty Boucher 

(636) 225-6129.   

FLOWER CHART FOR 2026 
 

The Flower Chart for 2026 is now up in the narthex.  Place your name and 
the number of arrangements you are reserving on the chart on the date you 
wish to reserve.  
 

Please fill out an envelope (by the chart), place your name, the date you wish  
to reserve altar flowers, the bulletin message, the number of arrangements you 
are ordering, and your payment, at least two (2) weeks before the Sunday altar 
flowers are requested. The envelope can be placed in the offering plate.  
 

Thank you for beautifying our church sanctuary.  

SECRET PAL PROGRAM 
 

We would like to reintroduce the “Secret Pal” (shhh...don’t let them 
know who you are) program in the new year.  St. John adults are being 
asked to be secret pals to our children and youth this winter for three 
weeks and culminating with a “reveal” at the Valentine Party following 
worship on Sunday, February 15th. The emphasis will be on two-way  
communication so that our youth and adults get to know one another  
better. We have a great group of young people here at St. John and  

can think of no better way to showcase that fact than participation in this program. Willing adults will  
be assigned a secret pal on January 18 and asked to correspond with their “pal” for three weeks  
beginning February 1st, and then meeting face-to-face at the Valentine Party on February 15th. If  
you are interested in participating in the program, please let Cindy Boddy know no later than Wednesday, 
January 14. We are hopeful you will want to participate in this fun event.  
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

You will find PRAYER REQUEST cards in the pews. A box is located 

on the table in the Gathering Area for completed cards to be deposited. 

There are times when we all need an extra prayer said for us and  

where better than from our friends at St John! 

KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

    Landon Weber - Houston, Texas 

Mary Jane Belsher - Friendship Village, Sunset Hills 

Nancee Miller - Clarendale Clayton 

Carol Matthews - Brooking Park 

Elaine Van Gels - Lake St. Charles Senior Center 

Harry Taub - Dolan Memory Care (Lyon Manor) 

People in the Middle East 

People in Ukraine 

  AT HOME 

Ron Carr  Betty Fox 

Frank & Lois Leahy Laura Waller 

Jennifer Weber 

Commander Andrew Brennecke, Coast Guard, Norfolk, VA, son of Bob & Joy Brennecke 
     

Sgt. Codey Burnham, U.S. Marine Corps, Indian Head, MD, grandson of Betty & Howard Anton 
    

Sgt. First Class Douglas Krohn, United States Army Recruiting Command, Quincy, IL 
   

Technical Sgt. Michael Kargauer, Eielson AFB, Alaska, grandson of Jack Martin 
   

E Sgt. Bryan Milberg, Fort Campbell, KY, grandson of Derald & Donna Forbis 
   

Sgt. Matt Starck, Marines, Camp Lejeune, NC, son of Walter & Marcia Starck 



In memory of Jack Fisher 
 Memorial Fund 
 Earl & Ginger Allen 
 
A gift was received from Leslee Soebbing  
to the Cemetery Association. 

Our sympathies to the family of 

Jan Puettmann 
who passed from this life to new  

life on November 11th. 

Please keep their family and friends  

in your prayers. 
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JAZZ NOEL 2025 - 'Seeking the Light'  
 

This musical program reimagines the Christmas story for today.  

The event will be on Sunday, December 21
st

 at 2:30 pm.  

First Congregational Church of Webster Groves  

(10 W. Lockwood Avenue) will host the service. Come  

join the festivities for the holidays featuring the music of  

The Oikos Ensemble. If you have any questions, feel  

free to speak with Pastor Kevin.  


