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Worship Schedule
October 2025

October 5 - World
Communion
9:30 am Pastor Kevin

Music:  Kelly Lashley This fall Pastor Kevin will be preaching about lesser

known characters in Hebrew Scripture. There is
October 12 ; i ivhliahti i
9:30 am Pastor Kevin something to be said about highlighting the ffalthfulr'\ess
Music:  Kelly Lashley of people who tend to get overlooked. The intent is to
touch on themes that are pertinent to our lives today.
October 19 L .
0:30 am Pastor Kevin This will be a short series in the month of October.
Music:  Kelly Lashley Here is the schedule:
October 26 _
9:30 am Pastor Kevin October 5th  Shiphrah and Puah (Exodus 1:8-22)
Music:  Judy Lindquist October 12th Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
(Daniel 3:12, 19-26)
October 19th Deborah (Judges 4:4-10, 5:7)
October 26th Nahum (Nahum 1:12-15)

Hopefully these messages will be
educational and enlightening to your spirit.
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On Laity Sunday, we heard stories from a few of our members: Dick
Scharnhorst, Judy Lindquist, and Bob Ruh. The three of them shared how
their Christian faith has impacted their lives — personally, in the church, and
in society. Everyone has a story to claim and share. These stories are the

heartbeat of our faith. A WORD

The sacred stories of scripture expand our understanding of who God is FROM THE
and how God shows up in the world. The stories of our own lives are PASTOR
powerful reminders of how we have been shaped by the Lord of all creation

and Christ’s church. G et

Each Sunday, when we gather to hear the ancient story, we seek to discern how to weave the
biblical narrative into our daily lives. The stories from Laity Sunday, as well as our personal story,
invites us to witness ways in which we are ‘Dreaming God’s Dream’ together. The ministry we
share here at St. John UCC Manchester happens because of the ways we give, from our time and
talents to our financial resources.

| greatly appreciate the involvement and dedication of our members in carrying out the work of
Christ here at St. John. In addition, a big thanks to all of you for your generosity this year! We are
truly blessed by your extravagant giving. Because of your gifts, we are meeting budget, helping our
neighbors, and being faithful stewards of all the Lord has entrusted to us.

| say that as we prepare for our stewardship campaign. Over the next month, we will ask everyone
in our congregation to prayerfully and carefully consider how to align their money with the work of
St. John for 2026. For people of faith, what we give to God through the church reflects our values
and purposes. Likewise, how our church stewards its money is a reflection of who we believe God
is calling us to be as the body of Christ.

Our pledge to St. John is an expression of our gratitude for God’s story that lives through us today.
Our giving is a tangible recognition of all the hopes and dreams that God has for us. From holy
worship to fellowship opportunities to meaningful service, we have been fortunate to participate in
such a rich story. At the same time, we are only able to function as a community of faith because of
the financial gifts made by all of you.

| hope you will join me in thinking about and making a commitment to give financially in the coming
year. These pledges represent an estimate of what we intend to give out of gratitude for all our
dreams and God’s dreams for our lives and this church. That is the theme for this year: ‘Dreaming
God’s Dream.” We will receive and celebrate the intentions we set for the year ahead on
Stewardship Sunday, November 9. As part of our service, | pray we will bring our pledge card and
submit it with our offering that day.

Thank you for uniting your faith story with the story of St. John UCC Manchester and God’s
glorious story in Christ! And thank you for giving financially to support ‘Dreaming God’s Dream’ for
our congregation and the world.

Blessings,

f\( AN AN
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Cedar Ford Property

Council recently learned that our neighbors to the northeast have
been using a small unused section of our property for parking. It is
immediately adjacent to their cabin, is far from our pavilion and is
separated from the rest of our property by a large stand of trees.
Church members who have used our property do not use this area.
Our neighbors discovered their error when our timber harvester
showed them a survey.

The entire Cedar Ford property is approximately 9.5 acres. The area being used by our neighbors is
approximately one acre. Given its distance from the pavilion, the stand of trees blocking their cabin
and parked cars from view and that this area is not used by the church members, Council is in favor
of selling this small portion.

The Church commissioned an appraisal of the entire Cedar Ford property in 2023. The appraiser
determined the value to be just over $8,000 per acre. Council proposes approaching our neighbors
with the following offer: the price of this part of our property is $9,000 per acre; our neighbors will
commission and pay for a new survey to determine the precise size of the land they wish to purchase;
and the final sale price will be the size of the property multiplied by $9,000 per acre.
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Notes from the September 9, 2025 meeting:

The St. Louis Association Meeting will be held at Samuel UCC in Clayton on October 4, 2025
beginning at 8:30am. If interested in attending, please let Pastor Kevin know.

Mike McDonald shared with us a situation regarding our neighbors at Cedar Ford. They thought a
section of land was their property, but it really belongs to the church. After presenting the matter, the
Council discussed a proposal that could be offered to our neighbors. (Please read the article in this
newsletter.)

Board of Christian Education talked about Trunk or Treat and the Christmas Pageant. Instead of
having Trunk or Treat, they discussed having a lock-in at Church for the older kids and invite the
younger kids for a bonfire and hot chocolate.

Starting in October the WISE Team will offer a speaker series on mental health on Sunday after the
service from 10:45-11:45am. They want to provide a forum for education and resources, be able to
ask questions and have a dialogue to help people understand mental health. The Council approved
funds to pay for the speakers.

Respectfully submitted,

Janice Jung
Recording Secretary

Financial Report - August 31, 2025
Actual Receipts Budget Receipts YTD Actual Receipts YTD Budget Receipts
$30,564.65 $30,930.61 $310,178.35 $268,944.88
Actual Expenditures Budget Expenditures YTD Actual Expenditures YTD Budget Expenditures
$28,920.39 $29,296.59 $250,091.96 $266,259.12

Members of the Church Council of St. John United Church of Christ, ;
Manchester, usually meet on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm "”ﬁ
in the Hospitality Room of the church (or via Zoom). The next meeting is -
scheduled for Tuesday, October 14, 2025. C“JAOU NCIL

E TTINNCS
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YEARS St. John Men’s Brotherhood

Annual Sausage Supper
Saturday, November 8, 2025
3:00—6:00 pm

Gtay tuned o1 meve details!

Women’s Fellowship Bake Sale

Saturday, November 8, 2025
1:00 - 6:00 pm

Gathering Area

We are asking for some of those great homemade

surprises (especially cookies) our talented bakers

provide. Any questions? Contact: Marty Boucher
(636-225-6129).
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NAME DATE
Roy & Georgia Weihe 10/8 65
Dennis & Janet Strader 10/17 61
Walter & Marcia Starck 10/5 40
Tom & Beth Daniels 10/19 33
Curt & Gayle Junge 10/29 30
Darryl & Kathy Stanfield 10/5 28
Rich & Charlotte Gimblett 10/27 23
Scott & Erika Kirn 10/26 22
Kari & Mark Smith 10/29 19
Kevin & Laura Muraski 10/28 18
Adam & Elizabeth Berman 10/24 14
Alicia & Kevin McGrane 10/19 11
Worship Attendance
Date In Person | Streaming | TOTAL
August 31 101 60 161
September 7 109 51 160
September 14 87 57 144
September 21 96 52 148

NOTE: Streaming count is household so it could include more
than one person; count is taken during LIVE streaming.

o 1 JUEC P

17
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WISE SPEAKER SERIES - In the month of October, we will host a mental

health series for education, information, and resources. This will happen after
worship around 10:45 am in the Theater Room (around the corner from the
women's restroom). The speaker will present to the group and then allow time
for discussion. The plan is to keep these sessions to one hour. Here is the
current schedule:

Sunday, October 5" - CHADS Coalition to share on how Covid has S
impacted mental health —

Sunday, October 12™ - Provident Behavioral Health will talk about recognizing the signs for
help

Sunday, October 19" - Behavioral Health Response will present on responding to emergencies
Sunday, October 26™ - NAMI will be here to discuss resources available in the community

The hope is that members and friends will come to learn more about how we as individuals and a
congregation can be more welcoming, inclusive, supportive, and engaged on matters of mental
well-being. Please come and grow in your understanding and Christian faith.

Fall Work Day + Saturday, October 18

Saturday, October 18th from 9:00 am until noon, we
have scheduled our Fall Work Day. We will spruce up and clean the church
building and grounds. Supplies and gloves will be provided. Please bring
tools and outside equipment such as rakes and shovels. We will have
donuts, juice, and coffee in the morning and lunch at noon. Please call
Craig Lindquist 314-504-6670 or Dave Gaehle at 314-378-1407 with any
questions. We appreciate your assistance in keeping our church looking
beautiful. Thanks!!

SAUSAGE PRE-ORDER

Sausage Supper is Saturday, November 8 (and will be here before we know it)!
So that we don’t “under” or “over” order sausage we will be taking pre-orders of both
raw and cooked sausage for members of the congregation on three Sundays:
October 5, 12, and 19. Look for Dave Gaehle each of those Sundays in the Gathering
Area following worship. No money will be taken at this time...you will pay when you
pick up your sausage. Thanks for your help!

Neighbors in Need, one of the Special Mission Offerings Cra
of the UCC, is a church-wide initiative bringing us together to support Neishbore in Need
ministries of justice and compassion. The offering is shared between L dagstdllon s
the Council for American Indian Ministries and justice and witness
ministries, including a Neighbors in Need grant program. We will be
collecting this special offering on Sunday, October 5. There will
be envelopes for this offering in the Narthex or you may simply write
“NIN” in the memo line of your check and we will make sure it goes
to the appropriate fund. Thank you!
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ADULT STUDY T
The Tuesday evening group continues doing a book study. I | '.Il l,

This educational program is focused on the WISE Process at
St. John. Our book discussion is on Blessed are the Crazy:

Breaking the Silence About Mental lliness, Family and Faith. A
It's written by Reverend Sarah Lund, a UCC clergywoman,

who works with the UCC Mental Health Network. The hope is

that we will engage in sacred conversation about mental health.
The group meets on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday evenings of the
month (October-November) from 7:00 - 8:00 pm in the
Hospitality Room. Here are the dates and chapters for the l.. ]l.l lll |
remaining sessions:
Date Chapter Title Chapter #

October 7 “Caring for My Brother” 3

October 21 “Seeking the Holy Spirit” 4

November 4 “Feeling Pain” 5

November 18 “Blessed are the Crazy” 6

Should you have any questions, feel free to contact Pastor Kevin.

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2267934041?0mn=87439823583
Meeting ID: 226 793 4041
One tap mobile
+13052241968,,2267934041# US
+13092053325,,2267934041# US

Join instructions: https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/87439823583/invitations?
signature=XdMnUeOzSapOFr0cPIX6fgGfWIYD3-iTWJ-Y{2Q 1fo

LAY LITURGIST

The Worship & Music Team has changed the sign-up for being the liturgist in
worship. Those who participate will still share the Call to Worship, Unison
Prayer, and Scripture reading. The difference is that we would like to encourage
people to sign-up for a month. This means people would be in worship leadership
for all the Sundays of that month. The hope is that people might feel more ﬂ
comfortable as we move throughout the month. Should you have to miss a

Sunday because of a conflict, then please don't let that deter you from signing up. We can certainly
work around that with people. We are looking for a volunteer for the month of October. If you have
any questions, feel free to contact Pastor Kevin. A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board across from
the church offices.

A..‘_A



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2267934041?omn=87439823583
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fmeetings%2F87439823583%2Finvitations%3Fsignature%3DXdMnUeOzSapOFr0cPIX6fqGfWIYD3-iTWJ-Yt2Q_1fo&data=05%7C02%7Ccindy%40stjohnmanchester.org%7Ca9c8c027a87b488dba2f08ddf5520378%7
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fmeetings%2F87439823583%2Finvitations%3Fsignature%3DXdMnUeOzSapOFr0cPIX6fqGfWIYD3-iTWJ-Yt2Q_1fo&data=05%7C02%7Ccindy%40stjohnmanchester.org%7Ca9c8c027a87b488dba2f08ddf5520378%7
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G ST JORN Christian Education

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Youth Christian Education

& Sunday School 1
Inistry:

CHILDCARE FOR NURSERY and TODDLERS is available at the 9:30 am

service. Also, for your convenience, a Family Assistance Room is located at the rear of the sanctuary.

PRE-KINDERGARTEN and ELEMENTARY SCHOOL e will hear

stories and lessons taught in the Old and New Testaments combined with worksheets, games, and
crafts to focus on getting the children acquainted with the Bible and understanding how our families
and church are part of a greater community in God’s world. Students should come to the sanctuary
for the 9:30 am service with their families and will be dismissed to their classes.

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS The Youth Group will meet at 9:30 am

in the classroom — except on the first Sunday of each month when we will attend church service with
our family and friends. A mix of formal lessons and open discussion increases understanding of our
faith and how it relates to our church and the world around us. We strive to get youth involved in
church groups and activities, as well as community service events. Friends are always welcome!!

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Board o
Chrrstian

BCE members meet on the fourth Tuesday of the month at 6:00 pm via
ZOOM. The next meeting will be on Tuesday, October 28, 2025. We
are always looking for new study ideas and help with upcoming projects .

with the adults and children. Contact Pam Boucher if you have any f;(aaat/wr b
questions or would like to sign up to volunteer.

WALK AT CENTRAL PARK CHESTERFIELD

BN

WISE £

The WISE & Green Teams are hosting a group walk at Central
Park in Chesterfield. The walk will be on Saturday, October 11th
at 10:00 a.m. Central Park is located at 16365 Lydia Hill Drive in
Chesterfield, MO. This is a wonderful way to get physical exercise and
boost your mental health. Snacks will be provided after the walk; but
please remember to bring a water bottle. A signup sheet is on the
bulletin board across from the church offices. This activity is open
to everyone; so please bring a friend!




The Friendly Call Page 8 October 2025

GREEN TEAM NEWS

The Green Team met on September 11, 2025 and discussed:

® Profit from the Mum Sale allowed the Green Team to buy and deliver
40 bed pillows to Home Sweet Home. After discussion, the team
decided to send a donation of $150 to "Forest Park Forever".

The church Nature Trail needs attention, which the Green Team wiill

take care of during the Honeysuckle Removal Day on Saturday,
November 15.

Reminder to all that the fall church workday is Saturday, October 18.
Several ideas for a future fund raiser were discussed.

Sewing workshop for animal beds for Open Door Animal Sanctuary in House Springs will be
held on Saturday, January 17, from 10am—2pm.

Discussion about planting early vegetables in the GT garden next March. So far over 105
Ibs. of vegetables have been delivered to Circle of Concern.

Our next GREEN TEAM meeting will be held on
Thursday, October 9, 2025 at 7:00 pm in the Gathering Area.
Come Join Us/

Recycling in Eureka, MO to recycle items
[1pS /earthbou ::f&C}ﬁj!ll‘.Qijﬂ‘: that your regular recycling does not accept.

Q Earthbound Recycling Hint for the month: Go to Earthbound

The Green Team finished the mum sale with 131 mums being sold. Their
profit from the sale is $432.25. The profits were used to purchase 36 new
bed pillows (plus 4 that were donated) which were delivered to Home Sweet
Home in early September (see photo). They also donated $150 to Forest
Park Forever.

The Green Team garden has been quite productive. Through September 21
the total produce delivered to Circle of Concern is 147 pounds! See summary
below:

Zucchini 46 Ibs. Yellow Squash 28 Ibs.
Tomatoes 16.25Ibs.  Cherry Tomatoes 3 Ibs.
Peppers (green & banana) 10.75Ibs.  Cucumbers 38.25 Ibs.

Pole Beans 4.75 Ibs. TOTAL 147 |bs.
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP MEETING
Tuesday, October 21, 2025
11:30 am

Women’s Fellowship will meet on Tuesday, October 21 at 11:30 am in the Hospitality
Room. We will watch the movie “The Good Lie” which is a moving and unforgettable
true story from 1983 orphans of the civil war in Sudan known as the lost boys. Traveling
a thousand miles on foot in search of refuge. It is an uplifting true-to-life story of four

. friends coming to America. Starring Reese Witherspoon who inspires them to begin a
new life. Bring a sandwich; beverage and dessert will be provided. Questions? See
Marty Boucher.

TEA WITH FRIENDS

Enjoy coffee, tea, or your favorite beverage, as you take some time to visit L
with friends on Wednesdays, at the Panera at 14646 Manchester Road, —_— 2 '*t,
Ballwin, between 3 and 5 pm to share conversations that lead to community. =\ K/
Kathy Hoadley or Joan James will be the host. All generations are invited Tea with Friends

to stop in!

New Wall Hangings
for Music Room

Many thanks to Carol Ruh for the beautiful wall
hangings she made for the Music Room here at
church. Stop by and take a look; they’re gorgeous
and do much to brighten up the walls

Thank You, Caroll

Articles and information
for the November issue of

The ‘Friendly Call’ are due on
Wednesday, October 15, /
2025. Please place a hard , \
i

copy of the article in the church | [ ‘ \“\‘ ALY
office mail slot or email to: u
jane@stjohnmanchester.org

Fall back November 2nd
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5-- 0 h OUTREACH TEAM MEETING

. The Outreach Team will meet on
Thursday, October 9, 2025 at 6:30 pm

re a C in the Hospitality Room. Please join us!

Welfida/%
Adoption Program

Circle of Concern’s annual Holiday Adoption program for 2025 will soon kick off in the same
way as it has for the last few years. To share the joy of the holidays with their clients, their plan is to
give gift cards - $50 per family member. Circle’s plan is to give gift cards to clients for their families
in November. This seems very early, but the folks at Circle need time to purchase the gift cards and
coordinate distribution to their clients in time for holiday shopping.

Your financial contribution to brighten the holidays for the many families helped by Circle will be
greatly appreciated! Your donations for this worthy cause need to be received at St. John by
Sunday, October 26th. Please make a note on your check that your contribution is intended for
Holiday Adoption. Thank you, in advance, for your generosity during the upcoming season of
giving! If you have questions, please call Lynn Sabina (314-680-6808) or Mary Ellen Berg
(314-495-1694).

LUNCH AT SUNSHINE MINISTRIES

St. John Outreach continues to provide and share a meal each month with the

men at the residence center for Sunshine Ministries. \We will carpool from

church at 11:15 am (lunch at noon) and return by 1:15 pm. We need one or two

people to help each month. If you are interested in joining us on October 9th, SUNSHINE
please see Judy Lindquist. To learn more about the men’s outreach of Sunshine inistrie
Ministries go to: https://www.sunshineministries.org/men-s-outreach

FONTANA FRIENDS

’{ The Outreach Team continues monthly visits to our Fontana Friends in
7 ,_i their home. Visits are on the second Thursday of the month from about
’ 2:00 to 3:00 pm. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board across from
Fonta & the offices. We meet at church at 1:40 pm and carpool to Fontana. Our next
F ri en d S visit will be on Thursday, October 9, 2025. If you need additional
information, please contact Mary Ellen Berg.


https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sunshineministries.org%2Fmen-s-outreach&data=05%7C01%7Ctracy%40stjohnmanchester.org%7C1a647183435e42986cf808da339e8a89%7C45fd2e2507a543d1b27404f48679d004%7C0%7C0%7C637879053295408594%7CUnkn
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CURRENT NEEDS: The most
needed items for Circle of
Concern currently are:

+ pasta You can also order items for

¢ pasta Sauce Circle online at:

¢ baking items :
¢ canned tomatoes ¢ Amazon Wish List

¢ dinner helpers ¢ Walmart Dld You
¢ snacks ¢ Target

¢ condiments KnOW
¢ canned chicken and they will be delivered

¢ cereal/oatmeal directly to

¢ sides Circle of Concern

OR

by buying Dierberg gift cards (denominations
of $50 or $100) through our own Shop N Support
program. See Harry Gaehle on a Sunday morning.

During the month of August Outreach collected items for Caroline
Mission (baby shower). In addition, funds were collected for UP
(Unleashing Potential) because of significant funding cuts they
were facing. We are proud to report, thanks to the generosity of the
St. John congregation, we collected and sent to UP $1,240.00.
We are sorry to inform you that because of the funding cuts UP had
to do some prioritizing of their programs and has found it necessary
to cut their Early Childhood program which served between 30-40 |
preschoolers. They were successful in finding alternative programs for the families they served but
are saddened they will no longer be able to offer this service to their clients and community. We ask
you to keep Unleashing Potential and all the families it serves in your prayers as they go through
this difficult time. Thank you for your generosity and support of this long-standing mission
partner.
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PRAYER REQUESTS Prayer Requests

You will find PRAYER REQUEST cards in the pews. A box is ‘/‘ y
located on the table in the Gathering Area for completed cards to

be deposited. There are times when we all need an extra prayer ‘) e
said for us and where better than from our friends at St John! /@

N

KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS

Landon Weber - Houston, Texas
Mary Jane Belsher - Friendship Village, Sunset Hills
Nancee Miller - Clarendale Clayton
People in the Middle East
People in Ukraine

AT HOME
Betty Fox Rufus Sticker
Jennifer Weber Harry Taub

Frank & Lois Leahy Laura Waller

Commander Andrew Brennecke, Coast Guard, Norfolk, VA, son of Bob & Joy Brennecke
Sgt. Codey Burnham, U.S. Marine Corps, Indian Head, MD, grandson of Betty & Howard Anton
Sgt. First Class Douglas Krohn, United States Army Recruiting Command, Quincy, IL
Technical Sgt. Michael Kargauer, Eielson AFB, Alaska, grandson of Jack Martin

E Sgt. Bryan Milberg, Fort Campbell, KY, grandson of Derald & Donna Forbis

4PO Richard Livingstone, Navy, Camp Gordon, GA, grandson of Ken & Marty Boucher

Sgt. Matt Starck, Marines, Camp Lejeune, NC, son of Walter & Marcia Starck
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/ /ﬂ/
to the family and friends of

Judy Taub

on her passing from this life to
God’s eternal care on
August 28, 2025
Please keep the Taub family and friends
in your thoughts and prayers.

Celebration of Life Service

Saturday, October 4, 2025
12:00 pm
St. John United Church of Christ
332 Old Sulphur Spring Road
Manchester, MO 63021

gd/%é?\)

g w&s
%/\

In memory of Judy Taub
Memorial Fund

Tommy Theiss
Mary Frances Tokar
Technology Fund
Keith Gaertner

In memory of Wilbert “Willie” Mertz
Cemetery Association
Chuck & Marilyn Weber

In memory of Janet Mary Clever
(Janet was one of our “Fontana Friends”)
Fontana Friends
Tom & Mary Ellen Berg

A donation to the Memorial Fund was
received in memory of Vera Streiff from
the Streiff Family.

A donation to the Cemetery Association
was received in memory of Fred, Doris,

Forrest, and Natash Bunch from
Cathye Bunch Dierberg.

@NAMISt. Louis

1 nlal Hin

1810 Craig Road, Suite 124
St. Louis, MO 63146
info@namistl.org
HelpLine: 314-962-4670

St. John UCC Manchester holds a NAMI Support group meeting the third Thursday
of each month. Our next meeting is Thursday, October 16, 2025. The group meets in
the Hospitality Room at 6:30 pm. Please note that you must go to the NAMI website to

sign up to attend the meeting prior to arrival.

Everyone is welcome to join us!

NAMI contact at St. John is Angela Kern, akern@sbcglobal.net

Website: https://www.namistl.org




