
  Worship Schedule 

  June & July 2025 
     
June 1 - Communion                                            
 9:30 am   Pastor Kevin 
 Music: Judy & vocal duet 
  

June 8 - Pentecost Sunday 
 9:30 am   Pastor Kevin 
 Music: Kelly & vocal quartet 
 

June 15 - Father’s Day 
 9:30 am   Pastor Kevin 
 Music: Judy & Tim Osiek 
  

June 22   
    9:30 am   Pastor Kevin 
 Music: Kelly 
 

June 29   
    9:30 am   Rev. Debby 
     Harness 
 Music: Judy 
 

July 6 - Communion 
      Independence Day 
        Weekend 
    9:30 am   Pastor Kevin 
 Music: Judy (patriotic) 
 

July 13 
    9:30 am   Pastor Kevin 
 Music: Kelly 
 

July 20 
    9:30 am   Pastor Kevin 
 Music: Judy 
 

July 27 
    9:30 am  Rev. Dr. Nichole 
   Torbitzky 
 Music: Judy 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

“To Mars and Beyond” 
July 21 - 24 (Monday thru Thursday) 

5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

(a light dinner will be provided each evening) 
 

This year’s Vacation Bible School theme is  
 

“To Mars and Beyond”  
 

Registration information can be found  

on page 14. 
  



I’m excited about our new music ministry staff. The team has some 
creative ideas for worship and music at St. John. My hope is that people 
will get involved and support Judy, Bruce, and Kelly in their work.  
 
Now we need to find a staff member for Christian Education.  The 
Personnel Committee has advertised in numerous locations, but to no 
avail. It’s due to many issues which I won’t even try to explain in this 
article. Thus, we have shifted gears and revamped the job description. 
The original Director of Christian Education position was for 25-30 
hours a week that had an overwhelming list of duties. This would have been an onsite staff member 
carrying out day-to-day logistics. The newer position is a coordinator role that serves 10-15 hours a 
week. We have scaled the responsibilities, and we are willing to be flexible in allowing some remote 
work from home.  Perhaps this will entice someone to consider the position. 
 
The Personnel Committee has discussed other options. Maybe we ought to figure out a “job share” 
with another United Church of Christ congregation in the area. I had a brief conversation with a lay 
member at another church about this subject but haven’t pursued it any further. Some people talked 
about bringing in a Christian Education specialist at certain times of the year to plan and resource 
our people for Sunday school and youth group. There has also been discussion about not having a 
staff member; instead, the program would be led by our own volunteers. (On that note, whatever we 
do, the ministry with children and youth will always need church members to step up and serve.)   
 
I’m not in favor of a volunteer program, that feels like throwing in the towel. The Christian Education 
of our young people is too important. We should have a dedicated staff member who provides over-
sight and direction. If we don’t have someone serving in this capacity, then I have serious concerns 
about the viability of this ministry. We must do everything we can from going down that road. I’ve 
been warned by colleagues regarding the detrimental effects of letting your Christian Education pro-
gram go.  
 
That raises the question: Where are we going to find candidates?  We posted this position on our  
website, Facebook page, and other church publications. We’ve advertised on the Missouri Mid-South 
Conference website, the Association of United Church Educators website, JustChurchJobs.com 
website, the ROME Group website, and with Eden Theological Seminary. (FYI, we have used 
‘Indeed’ for the administrative assistant position and received no qualified applicants. I also sent 
emails to all the music teachers in the Rockwood School District about our music position, and not a 
single teacher responded back.)  It’s easy getting the word out, but no one is answering the call 
these days.   
 
My hunch is that we will have to rely on personal connections to fill this position. Should you know 
someone who has experience or interest with children and youth, please mention this coordinator 
job. The Personnel Committee would be happy to share a revised job description, as well as details 
about the role.  I think finding a person for this job will come down to a member telling a friend. It ’s  
going to be by word of mouth.  
 
I still hold out hope that we will have a staff member in place by August. It would be wonderful to start 
the new program year with a full staff.  Please pray with me that someone will step forward to work 
with our children and youth. The young people need our dedication and support. As always, feel free 
to contact me with questions about this process.  
 
Have a blessed summer!               
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Members of the Church Council of St. John United Church of Christ,  

Manchester, usually meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 

7:00 pm in the Hospitality Room of the church (or via Zoom).  The 

next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 10, 2025 via 

zoom.  There will be no meeting in July. 

Financial Report - April 30, 2025 
Actual Receipts  Budget Receipts YTD Actual Receipts YTD Budget Receipts 

$37,419.90 $31,930.61 $191,467.58 $140,222.44 

Actual Expenditures Budget Expenditures YTD Actual Expenditures YTD Budget Expenditures 

$34,456.10 $29,626.47 $120,712.89 $134,274.38 

Notes from May 13, 2025 Council Meeting 
 

WISE Team will sponsor a walk on June 14 at  Long View Farm Park starting at 10:00 am.  There is  
a sign up sheet for Shannondale Weekend June 27-29.  Vacation Bible school  will be held July 21-28 
from 5:00-8:00 pm.  
 
There has been wind damage to the steeple. Dave Gaehle reached out to several roofers. St. Louis 
Tile & Slate will come out but are behind two to three weeks.  There has been sewer damage at the 
WEB and Dave is getting bids. 
 
A letter was read concerning the timber harvest at Cedar Ford.  Leaders will wait for pictures before 
doing anything. 
 
A large tree on the southwest side of the sanctuary is dying.  The tree will be removed this week. 
 
Suggestion was to purchase a couple more surveillance cameras. 
 
June Council meeting will be held via Zoom. No meeting in July.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Janice Jung, Recording Secretary 
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NAME DATE YEARS 

Doug & Leslee Soebbing 6/5 60 

Mike & Debbie Boucher 6/6 38 

Roger & Janet Zacher 6/12 60 

Bob & Joy Brennecke 6/13 56 

Karl & Marge Kenkel 6/14 45 

Tim & Brenda Lakebrink 6/14 50 

Earl & Ginger Allen 6/17 64 

Kenny & Elizabeth Elkins 6/19 15 

Brad & Renee Ziegler 6/19 5 

Don & Norma Brown 6/23 63 

Mike & Jean O’Neil 6/24 48 

Ron & Joanne Carr 6/25 65 

Brandon & Lauren Wisdom 6/25 14 

Stephen & Colleen Young 6/28 28 

John & Janice Jung 6/29 57 

NAME DATE YEARS 

Jeff & Sue Simon 7/2 37 

Jeff & Katie Martin 7/5 24 

Bill & Kelly Lashley 7/6 40 

Steven & Robyn Schneebeli 7/8 30 

Christopher & Emily Kadel 7/9 20 

Rick & Linda Ramin 7/10 21 

Dick & Mary Lages 7/13 37 

Kent & Karla Merriman 7/14 41 

Bob & Carol Ruh 7/14 52 

John & Brenda Forbis 7/17 49 

Jack & Carol Edwards 7/25 44 

Michael & Susan McDonald 7/27 40 

Christopher & Kaylan Polk 7/31 15 

Articles and information 

for the August issue of the 

‘Friendly Call’ are due on  

Tuesday, July 15, 2025.  

Please place a hard copy of  

the article in the church office 

mail slot or email to: 

jane@stjohnmanchester.org 

The Friendly Call 

Church Office 
Closed 

 

The Church Office will 

be closed on  
Friday, July 4 
in observance of 

Independence Day. 
The office will reopen on Monday,  

July 7 at 9:00 am.  Worship Attendance 

Date In Person Streaming TOTAL 

April 27 128 61 189 

May 4 103 57 160 

May 11 113 50 163 

May 18 132 52 184 

May 25 94 79 173 

. 
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GREEN TEAM NEWS 

HEALTH & WELLBEING 
 

The WISE/Green Teams will sponsor 

a group walk at Longview Farm Park  

(13525 Clayton Road) at 10:00 am on  

Saturday, June 14th. We will meet in the 

parking lot off of Clayton Road. It is a great way 

to get a little exercise and enjoy the fellowship  

of  others. Snacks will be provided after the walk,  

but please remember to bring a water bottle. A sign-up sheet is located on the bulletin board across 

from the church office. This event is open to everyone. We hope to see you there! 

The Green Team celebrated Earth Day by planting two trees on 

our property.  Thank you to Marty and Ken Boucher for donating the 

trees.  Our garden beds are planted and we look forward to the  

opportunity to donate our produce to Circle of Concern in the  

future.  The first GT/WISE walk took place on May 10
th
.   Fifteen  

people gathered to enjoy some outside time and the company of  

other church members at Schroeder Park.  More walks are planned  

for the future and everyone is welcome. 
 

The Missouri Conservationist is an award-winning magazine and it is free!  Learn more about 

our wildlife and outings available in Missouri.  It is easy to sign up for a subscription on their 

website:  mdc.mo.gov/missouri-conservationist 
 

Our next GREEN TEAM meeting will be held on THURSDAY, June 12 

at 7:00 pm in the gathering area. 

 Pentecost Sunday  │  June 8 │ WEAR RED! 
   In celebration of Pentecost on Sunday, June 8, we are asking 

   members of the congregation to wear red that day. Please show 

   your Christian spirit by joining us and wearing red! 
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
  

BCE members meet on the fourth Tuesday of the month at 6:00 pm via 

ZOOM.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday, June 24, 2025. The July 

meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 22, 2025. We are always looking 

for new study ideas and help with upcoming projects with the adults and 

children. Contact Pam Boucher if you have any questions or would like to 

sign up to volunteer. 

J.O.Y. (Just Older Youth) 

Looking for a great fellowship? 

 Date: June 14, 2025  

 Time: Noon to 3:00 pm 
 

Bring your favorite spring dish to share.  Salad, appetizers or dessert. 

Drinks will be provided.  After lunch, we would like to hear about your  

favorite childhood and adult memories. There’s a sign-up sheet located  

on the bulletin board across from Pastor Kevin’s office.  Please see  

Betty Anton with questions. 

MENTAL HEALTH MOMENT (from WISE) 

Sean Witty and Abbie Chronister share emerging trends in spirituality 
and mental health. Here are three areas highlighting the need for faith 
communities to offer healing and wholeness in difficult times. 

1. Recent research indicates an expanding interest in digital 
means that address spiritual and mental health needs. This 
is particularly true among Generation Z (born between 1995- 
2012). Thus, such methods as mobile apps and text       
messaging appeal to people when it comes to their emotional 
and spiritual lives. 

2. Data reveals that there is a growing emphasis on mental 
health in personal goal setting. As of 2025, 33% of Americans are making mental health a 
goal, which is up 5% from the previous year. Younger people (48% of 18 to 34-year-olds) 
are more likely to make mental health a goal compared to older adults (13% of those 65 or 
older).  

3. Lastly, studies suggest that an individual’s theological worldview may play a key role in 
mental health outcomes. A 2024 study found that adults engaged in their faith reduced 
mental health struggles. These individuals tend to enjoy fulfilling relationships, a clearer 
sense of purpose, and greater resilience in the face of life’s challenges.  

This information notes a change of spirituality and mental health. Faith communities have an opportunity 
to support and encourage people in this area.    
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Youth Christian Education  

& Sunday School  

      

  Christian Education 

CHILDCARE FOR NURSERY and TODDLERS is available at the 9:30 am service. 

Also, for your convenience, a Family Assistance Room is located at the rear of the sanctuary. 

 

PRE-KINDERGARTEN and ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  We will hear stories and 

 lessons taught in the Old and New Testaments combined with worksheets, games, and crafts to  

focus on getting the children acquainted with the Bible and understanding how our families and 

church are part of a greater community in God’s world. Students should come to the sanctuary for  

The 9:30 am service with their families and will be dismissed to their classes. 

 

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS  The Youth Group will meet at 9:30 am in the 

classroom – except on the first Sunday of each month when we will attend church service with our 

family and friends. A mix of formal lessons and open discussion increases understanding of our faith 

and how it relates to our church and the world around us. We strive to get youth involved in church 

groups and activities, as well as community service events. Friends are always welcome!! 

 

CONFIRMATION 
 

As Tertullian once said, "Christians are made, not born." Thus, the church  

has been given the humble task of confirming (to make firmer and stronger) 

the faith of our young people.  St. John UCC is looking ahead to the  

Confirmation program for 2025-2026.  If you have a child, a grandchild,  

or someone else who might be interested, then please let us know in the 

church office. This is typically for incoming 7th and 8th graders; however,  

feel free to speak with Pastor Kevin should you have questions. Pastor  

Kevin will be teaching the classes this year, but lay volunteers are certainly 

welcomed.  The plan is to get a sense of numbers and to begin the program 

around Labor Day. We hope you will consider this educational opportunity.  
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Assina is our newest “Sponsored Child” through World Vision. The quarters 

we collect each Sunday help to sponsor Assina in Tropene, Mozambique.  

The second child we sponsor is Omar from Bolivia. The quarter donation site 

is in the hall by the Education bulletin board for ease of access on Sunday 

mornings.  Bring your quarters and help support our World Vision students.  
  

More about Assina 
Assina lives with her parents and has no brother or sisters. Her parents  

struggle to provide for the family.  Her father and mother are unemployed.   

Despite their efforts, it is difficult to meet the family’s needs.  We’re helping change her life! 

Because you believe in me, I can thrive! 

I’m a three year old girl. 

My birthday is 

November 30, 2021 

I like to play group 

games 

I am not in school yet 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR VBS 
 

We are in need of volunteers for Vacation Bible School in July.  

If you would like to volunteer to help, please contact 

Pam Boucher (pamboucher@sbcglobal.net) or  

Cindy Boddy cindy@stjohnmanchester.org) or sign up on  

the Christian Education Bulletin Board.  It’s a great time! 
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TEA WITH FRIENDS 
  

Enjoy coffee, tea, or your favorite beverage, as you take some time to visit 

with friends on Wednesdays, at the Panera at 14646 Manchester  Road,  

Ballwin, between 3 and 5 pm to share conversations that lead to community. 

Kathy Hoadley or Joan James will be the host. 
  

All generations are invited to stop in! 

LAY LITURGIST – The Worship & Music Team has 

reintroduced lay liturgists for Sunday morning. This gives people an  

opportunity to be part of worship leadership. Those who participate will 

have the chance to read scripture, lead the unison prayer, or share the  

call to worship from the lectern. There’s a sign-up sheet on the bulletin 

board across from the church offices. People are free to select the  

Sunday that works best for them. Should you have any questions,  

please contact Pastor Kevin. We hope this will be another way for folk  

to share their gifts and abilities with our congregation.  

St. John Weekend at 

SHANNONDALE - June 27-29 
 

Mark your calendar for a wonderful weekend at Shannondale.  

We’ll eat, work, eat, play, eat, relax, eat, have fellowship, and then eat 

some more! Like the rest of us in the area, Shannondale has had its share 

of storms and storm damage this spring so there should be plenty for us to 

do! There’s a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board across from the church 

offices. The lodge is air-conditioned!  If you have any questions, see Dave 

Gaehle.  Please plan to join us; you won’t be disappointed you did! 

  

  

  

Habitat for Humanity workday for St. John  

is scheduled for 

Saturday, August 9 

Information on how to sign up for this fun  

volunteer opportunity will be posted closer to the date! 

Questions? Please see Jan Meckfessel. 
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FONTANA FRIENDS 
 

The Outreach Team continues monthly visits to our Fontana Friends in 

their home.  We visit on the second Thursday of the month from about 

3:00 to 4:00 pm.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board across from 

the offices. We meet at church at 2:40 pm and carpool to Fontana.  Our next 

visit will be on Thursday, June 12 and again on Thursday, July 10, 

2025. If you need additional information, please contact Mary Ellen Berg. 

OUTREACH TEAM MEETING 
 

The Outreach Team will meet on   

Thursday, June 5, 2025 at 6:30 pm in the 

Hospitality Room. Please join us! 

LUNCH AT SUNSHINE MINISTRIES  
 

St. John Outreach continues to provide and share a meal each month with 

the men at the residence center for Sunshine Ministries.  We will carpool 

from church at 11:15 am (lunch at noon) and return by 1:15 pm. We need  

one or two people to help each month. If you are interested in joining us on 

June 12 and again on July 10, please see Judy Lindquist.  
 

To learn more about the men’s outreach of Sunshine Ministries go to: 

https://www.sunshineministries.org/men-s-outreach   

Back-to-School Collection 

The calendar may say that summer is just around the corner, 

but guess what??  It’s time for our annual Back-to-School  

collection!  Again this year, Circle of Concern will be  

distributing $50 gift cards for each school-age child in their  

clients’ families. Since the “Tax-Free Weekend” is the first 

weekend in August, Circle would like to be able to give out  

the gift cards during the month of July when each family 

comes in on their scheduled food pickup day.  Approximately 

500 school age children are served by Circle, and in order for 

us to help meet their needs, it will be necessary for us to have our Back-to-School collection 

again this year beginning June 22nd through July.  As in the past, a portion of the money collected 

will be shared with ECH for their children’s school supplies, as well. Please make your checks  

payable to St. John with “Back-to-School”  in the memo line. We thank you in advance for your 

generosity in making sure each child is prepared for success in the new school year! 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sunshineministries.org%2Fmen-s-outreach&data=05%7C01%7Ctracy%40stjohnmanchester.org%7C1a647183435e42986cf808da339e8a89%7C45fd2e2507a543d1b27404f48679d004%7C0%7C0%7C637879053295408594%7CUnkn
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1810 Craig Road, Suite 124 

St. Louis, MO 63146   

info@namistl.org 

HelpLine: 314-962-4670 

St. John UCC Manchester holds a NAMI Support group meeting the third Thursday  

of each month. Our next meeting is Thursday, June 19 and Thursday, July 17.   

The group meets in the Hospitality Room at 6:30 pm. Please note  

that you must go to the NAMI website to sign up to attend the meeting prior to arrival.   

Everyone is welcome to join us!  

Website: https://www.namistl.org 

CURRENT NEEDS:  The most 

needed items for Circle of  

Concern currently are: 

 canned fruit 

 cereal 

 Snacks (8-12 servings) 

Thanks for your help keeping 

our red shopping carts full! 

You can also order items for Circle 

online at: 

 Amazon Wish List 

 Walmart  

 Target 

and they will be delivered directly to 

Circle of Concern  

OR  

by buying Dierberg gift cards 

(denominations of $50 or $100)

through our own Shop N Support 

program. See Harry Gaehle on a 

Sunday morning. 
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Shannondale Ministries is located in central Missouri, and it  

provides support for residents in the area. The roots of Shannondale 

are found here at St. John.  
 

In 1921, our pastor, Rev. Paul Wobus, who earned a degree in Rural 

Sociology at the University of Missouri-Columbia, wrote an article 

about the state of religion in the Ozarks.  The Evangelical Synod  

then began to underwrite his rural missionary work in the region.   

A proponent of nondenominational “community churches,”  Wobus made several hundred trips from 

his home base at St. John into the Missouri Ozarks during a period of over thirty years.  He became 

particularly active in Reynolds, Dent, and Shannon counties.  His most notable undertaking was the 

founding in 1929 of the Shannondale Community Church-Center in northern Shannon County.  
 

Rev. Wobus worked tirelessly to improve the lives of children, and especially to assist needy people 

in the Ozarks.  His focus was on the above-named counties. Our congregation became involved in 

this mission work, and the interest in the area continues today (2025).  
  

Dr. Wobus retired from the ministry in 1969, then serving as  

interim pastor at six different churches.  He preached every 

Sunday until he was 88.  On December 11, 1982, he died and 

is buried in the 1910 section of St. John Cemetery. St. John is 

sponsoring a work weekend to Shannondale - June 27-29.  If 

you are interested in participating or have any questions, see 

Dave Gaehle.  A sign-up sheet is available on the bulletin 

board across from the church offices. It is a great weekend of 

fellowship and enjoying nature. 

A Mission Moment: Shannondale 

CEDAR FORD WORKDAY 

Saturday, June 21, 2025 
 

Following the tree harvesting at Cedar Ford, we need to assess the situation 

and begin the cleanup process.  We’ll be clearing/burning underbrush and  

cutting firewood.  Please contact Dave Gaehle or leave a message at  

(636) 256-9851 if you can join us for the day. Thank you, Dave 



THE GREEN TEAM continues to collect used eyeglasses to be 

donated  to the Lion’s Club.  The collection box is located in the 

Gathering Area. Thank you for your help! 
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In memory of Earl Bair 
 

 Memorial Fund 

 Sharon Bader 

 Ken & Marty Boucher 

 Geary & Bev Hagen 

 Rose McDonough 
 

 Music Fund 

 Jim & Denise Eschenbrenner 
 

 Technology Fund 

 Keith Gaertner 
 

A gift to the Memorial Fund in memory of 

Harold, Sr. and Dottie Gaehle was  

received from Nancy Lambros 

 

to the family and friends of 

Earl Bair 

on his passing from this life to 
God’s eternal care on 

May 2, 2025 

Please keep Pauline, their family and 

friends in your prayers. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

You will find PRAYER REQUEST cards in the pews. A box is 

located on the table in the Gathering Area for completed cards to  

be deposited. There are times when we all need an extra prayer 

said for us and where better than from our friends at St John! 

KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

Willie Mertz at Garden View in Chesterfield  

    Landon Weber - Houston, Texas 

Mary Jane Belsher - Friendship Village, Sunset Hills 

Nancee Miller - Clarendale Clayton 

People in the Middle East 

People in Ukraine 
  

 

  AT HOME 

Betty Fox Rufus Sticker 

Jennifer Weber Harry & Judy Taub 

Frank & Lois Leahy Laura Waller 

 

Commander Andrew Brennecke, Coast Guard, Norfolk, VA, son of Bob & Joy Brennecke 

     

Sgt. Codey Burnham, U.S. Marine Corps, Indian Head, MD, grandson of Betty & Howard Anton 

    

Sgt. First Class Douglas Krohn, United States Army Recruiting Command, Quincy, IL 

   

Technical Sgt. Michael Kargauer, Eielson AFB, Alaska, grandson of Jack Martin 

   

E Sgt. Bryan Milberg, Fort Campbell, KY, grandson of Derald & Donna Forbis 

   

4PO Richard Livingstone, Navy, Camp Gordon, GA, grandson of  Ken & Marty Boucher 

   

Sgt. Matt Starck, Marines, Camp Pendleton, CA, son of Walter & Marcia Starck 
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LYDIA’S HOUSE COLLECTION 

 
During the month of April your Outreach Team collected items household items for Lydia’s House. 

As usual, you responded generously! In addition to all the items we collected (sheets, towels,  

cleaning supplies, etc.) we also collected $655.00. All items have been delivered to Lydia’s House 

and they were thrilled to receive everything.  

 

 

WORKDAY - May 3 
 

Many thanks to the great groups of people who turned out to help us “shine up” the church buildings 

and grounds on Saturday, April 5 (indoors) and again on Saturday, May 3 (outside). Mother Nature 

seemed determined to make it challenging for us both days with the rain. In spite of her best efforts 

we were still able to accomplish a lot of work. A special thanks to Boy Scout Troops #310 & #387!  

We are grateful for your support of St. John’s building and grounds. 

 

 

EAGLE LODGE (Sunshine Ministries) WORKDAY - May 17 
 

A BIG thank you to everyone who came out to Eagle Lodge (Sunshine Ministries) in Foristell, MO 

for a workday on Saturday, May 17.  Much work was accomplished getting the facility ready for the 

campers of Sunshine Ministries.  Carol Clarkson, president and CEO, was most appreciative of our 

efforts. Thank you for your hard work! 

 

  

YOUTH SUNDAY - MAY 18 
 

Special thanks to the youth of St. John for providing such an outstanding service on Sunday.  

May 18 as we observed Youth Sunday!   Thanks to Elise Morton who served as the service  

coordinator; Alex White-Lenard who served as the sign carrier; and Jaclyn Morton for designing the 

cover for the bulletin that day. Thanks also to Pam Boucher and Chris Morton for their help planning 

the service with the youth. Youth participating that day included: Arden Elkins, Elise Morton, 

Jaclyn Morton, Aiden White-Lenard, Alex White-Lenard, Paris White-Lenard, and 

Ryan White-Lenard.   Each of you did a tremendous job with your part (s) and provided such a  

meaningful service for all attending. We also honored our graduates on this special day (high  

school and college). 
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Robert “Bob” & Marilyn Simon 
 

Bob & Marilyn both grew up in rural Iowa; Marilyn grew up on a 

farm and Bob grew up in a small town (Swisher, IA). Marilyn was 

baptized and confirmed at First Evangelical & Reformed Church 

(later became Eden UCC) in Cedar Rapids, IA.  Bob was 

confirmed in the Methodist church but transferred his membership 

to Eden UCC after he & Marilyn were married.  After a flood, they 

joined Hope UCC in Hiawatha, IA. They have two adult sons, Jeff 

and Scott (Jeff and his family are the reason they moved to the 

area).  Jeff & his family live in Ballwin and Scott and family live in 

Colorado. The Simons have five grandchildren plus three “bonus” 

grandchildren (through marriages) and three great-grandchildren. 

Marilyn enjoys reading, jigsaw puzzles, crossword puzzles, golf, 

cooking, scrapbooking, spending time with family & friends, church 

activities, and watching sports.  Bob was previously an active 

bowler and loved hunting pheasants.  He loves golf, reading, and 

watching sports.  Both Bob & Marilyn are Iowa Hawkeye and Chicago Cubs fans.  Marilyn also enjoys 

Indiana Fever (WNBA). Bob has four hole in one credits on four different golf courses!  They were 

both attracted to St. John because of its worship style, friendliness, music, UCC beliefs and values, 

and our commitment to serving others.  Marilyn is interested in the Women’s Fellowship and they 

both have already started attending some JOY (Just Older Youth) events.  

 
Jeffrey “Jeff” & Sue Simon 
 

Jeff was born in Swisher, Iowa.  He was baptized and completed 

confirmation at the Eden United Church of Christ in Cedar Rapids, 

Iowa.  After attending services here at St. John over the last  

several months, he decided he wanted to become a member of 

our congregation.  Sue is a member of St. Joe’s Manchester 

parish but attends services here occasionally.  Jeff & Sue are  

parents of two adult sons, Tom and Tim, who are both married.  

Jeff enjoys golfing, reading, listening to music, gardening, and 

fishing.  Both Tom and Tim are also golf enthusiasts. Jeff was 

attracted to St. John because of the worship style, friendliness, 

music, denomination, UCC beliefs and values, and our commitment to 

serving others.  Jeff is interested in assisting on the Green Team. 
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